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means of the cheapest transport; the products of the
industries of BMneland are thus taken down to the sea
and enabled to compete where otherwise they would not
have a chance. The importance of cheap transport is
becoming greater and greater, and it has often been said
that England, both as regards external and internal
communication, is the home of transport anomaly. The
way that some foreign goods are carried to parts of England
at cheaper rates than our own produce, and the way that
English ships carry goods from other countries a greater
distance at a cheaper rate than they carry ours, thus
?|*                                  defeating us in some foreign markets, has often been
mentioned and deplored. However, it must be re-
membered that the enormous development of Bhineland
as an industrial district had resulted largely from the
presence of the Ehine and its use as a means of transport.
Moreover, this fact should not be lost sight of in comparing
the relative growth, of England and Germany industrially.
It is said that the Thames has done more for England
than all its canals and perhaps even its railroads.
An interesting part of the colour-works is the manu-
i       '                           facture of the dye-stuffs themselves.    Of course different
j I                                 dye-stuffs require different methods of production.    In
one case a building about 70 feet high was used. This
had big tanks arranged at different heights and containing
different chemical preparations. The liquids from these
tanks were run at certain periods into a vat, and the
dye-stuff was produced by interaction. It settled out of
solution on standing, and by filtering through presses came
out like clay. The liquid filtered off is further utilised,
and the clay-like mass is put into barrels and taken to the
drying ovens. These ovens are heated by fires below the
ground, and the dye-stuff is wheeled into the ovens at the
ground level. Different temperatures are used for drying,
according to the nature of the dye-stuff being dried, and
the ovens are specially constructed to admit of regulation.
The dye-stuff is dug out of the barrels by means of spades
and placed on trays, for transference to the ovens. Dye-
stuffs of all kinds are scattered about the ground, giving
it a peculiar appearance on a wet day. Moreover, one
sees workmen of all colours emerging from their working